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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-4, 6, 8-10, 13-14, 17-19, 22-23 and 26-33 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Morikawa et al (5,943,405). 

Consider claim 1, Morikawa et al teach a method for billing for telephone services, said 
method comprising: receiving, at at least one service provider within a trusted telephone 
network, a request for service from an origin device associated with a line number to be billed 
according to a line subscriber billing plan; authenticating an identity of a caller requesting said 
service from said origin device (col. 3 lines 57-64; col. 1 lines 61-64); and replacing said line 
subscriber billing plan with a caller billing plan associated with said caller, wherein said caller 
billing plan is accessible according to said authenticated identity (col. 4 lines 18-50; col. 6 lines 
37-47). It should be noted that "credit call service" reads on the "billing plan". 

Consider claim 3, Morikawa et al teach the method for billing for telephone services 
wherein authenticating an identity of a caller further comprises: initiating authentication of said 
identity of said caller at said origin device (col. 1 lines 61-64; col. 1 1 lines 32-35). 

Consider claim 4, Morikawa et al teach the method for billing for telephone services 
wherein authenticating an identity of a caller further comprises: initiating authentication of said 
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identity of said caller at an intermediary device receiving said request for service (col. 1 1 lines 
22-35). 

Consider claim 6, Morikawa et al teach the method for billing for telephone services 
further comprising: receiving said request for service from said origin device at an intermediary 
device; initiating a register for said request for service; accessing a line subscriber profile 
associated with a line number providing access for said origin device; loading said line 
subscriber profile into said register; and in response to accessing a caller profile according to said 
identity of said caller, replacing at least a portion of said line subscriber profile with said billing 
plan specified for said caller in said caller profile (col. 3 line 52 - col. 4 line 45). 

Consider claim 8, Morikawa et al teach the method for billing for telephone service 
further comprising: controlling at least one particular service provided for said call request 
according to said at least one particular service selected in a caller profile accessible according to 
said authenticated identity of said caller (col. 6 line 48 - col. 7 line 37). 

Consider claim 9, Morikawa et al teach a system for providing telephone services, said 
system comprising: a trusted telephone network comprising at least one service provider; means 
for receiving, at said at least one service provider, a request for service from an origin device 
associated with a line number to be billed according to a line subscriber billing plan; means for 
authenticating an identity of a caller requesting said service from said origin device (col. 3 lines 
57-64; col. 1 hnes 61-64); and means for replacing said line subscriber biUing plan with a caller 
billing plan associated with said caller, wherein said caller billing plan is accessible according to 
said authenticated identity (col. 4 lines 18-50; col. 6 lines 37-47). It should be noted that "credit 
call service" reads on the "billing plan". 
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Consider claim 10, Morikawa et al teach the system for providing telephone services 
further comprising: means for assigning a register at said at least one service provider to said 
request for service; means for accessing said line subscriber billing plan according to said line 
number; means for loading said line subscriber billing plan into said register; and means for 
replacing said line subscriber billing plan in said register with said caller billing plan in said 
register (col. 3 line 52 - col. 4 line 45). 

Consider claim 13, Morikawa et al teach the system for billing for telephone services 
wherein said means for authenticating an identity of a caller further comprises: means for 
initiating authentication of said identity of said caller at said origin device (col. 1 lines 61-64; 
col. 11 lines 32-35). 

Consider claim 14, Morikawa et al teach the system for billing for telephone services 
wherein said means for authenticating an identity of a caller further comprises: means for 
initiating authentication of said identity of said caller at an intermediary device receiving said 
request for service (col. 1 1 lines 22-35). 

Consider claim 17, Morikawa et al teach the system for providing telephone services 
further comprising: means for supplementing at least one service provided for said call request 
according to said line number with at least one service associated with a profile accessing 
according to said authenticated identity for said caller (col. 6 line 48 - col. 7 line 37). 

Consider claim 18, Morikawa et al teach a computer program product for providing 
telephone services, said computer program product comprising: a recording medium; means, 
recorded on said recording medium, for enabling receipt, at at least one service provider, of a 
request for service from an origin device associated with a line number to be billed according to 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,408 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2643 

a line subscriber billing plan; means, recorded on said recording medium, for authenticating an 
identity of a caller requesting said service from said origin device (col. 3 lines 57-64; col. 1 lines 
61-64); and means, recorded on said recording medium, for controlling replacement of said line 
subscriber billing plan with a caller billing plan associated with said caller identity (col. 4 lines 
18-50; col. 6 lines 37-47). 

Consider claim 19, Morikawa et al teach the computer program product for providing 
telephone services further comprising: means, recorded on said recording medium, for assigning 
a register at said at least one service provider to said request for service; means, recorded on said 
recording medium, for accessing said line subscriber billing plan according to said line number; 
means, recorded on said recording medium, for loading said line subscriber billing plan into said 
register; and means, recorded on said recording medium, for controlling replacement of said line 
subscriber billing plan in said register with said caller billing plan in said register (col. 3 line 52 - 
col. 4 line 45). 

Consider claim 22, Morikawa et al teach the computer program product for bilUng for 
telephone services fiirther comprising: means, recorded on said recording medium, for initiating 
authentication of said identity of said caller at said origin device (col. 1 lines 61-64; col. 1 1 lines 
32-35). 

Consider claim 23, Morikawa et al teach the computer program product for billing for 
telephone services further comprising: means, recorded on said recording medium, for initiating 
authentication of said identity of said caller at an intermediary device receiving said request for 
service (col. 11 lines 22-35). 
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Consider claim 26, Morikawa et al teach the computer program product for providing 
telephone services further comprising: means, recorded on said recording medium, for 
supplementing at least one service provided for said call request according to said line number 
with at least one service associated with a profile accessing according to said authenticated 
identity for said caller (coL 6 line 48 - col. 7 line 37). 

Consider claim 27, Morikawa et al teach a method for billing a caller for telephone 
services, comprising: receiving a request for service from a caller utilizing a particular line 
number from among a plurality of line numbers; authenticating an identity of said caller (col. 3 
lines 57-64; col. 1 lines 61-64; col. 5 lines 13-17); and accessing a billing plan for said caller 
according to said authenticated identity, wherein said biUing plan follows said caller across a 
plurahty of line numbers (col. 4 lines 18-50; col. 6 lines 37-47). 

Consider claim 28, Morikawa et al teach the method for billing a caller for telephone 
services wherein said particular line number is subscribed to by said caller (col. 4 Unes 1-5; lines 
45-50). 

Consider claim 29, Morikawa et al teach the method for billing a caller for telephone 
services wherein said particular line number is subscribed to by an individual other than said 
caller (col. 4 lines 1-5; lines 45-50). 

Consider claun 30, Morikawa et al teach a system for billing a caller for telephone 
services, said system comprising: a trusted telephone network for enabling a call; means for 
receiving a request for service at said trusted telephone network from a caller utilizing a 
particular line number from among a plurahty of line numbers; means for authenticating an 
identity of said caller (col. 3 lines 57-64; col. 1 lines 61-64; col. 5 lines 13-17); and means for 
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accessing a billing plan for said caller according to said authenticated identity, wherein said 
billing plan follows said caller across a plurality of line numbers (col. 4 lines 18-50; col. 6 lines 
37-47). 

Consider claim 31, Morikawa et al teach the system for billing a caller for telephone 
services wherein said particular line number is subscribed to by said caller (col. 4 lines 1-5; lines 
45-50). 

Consider claim 32, Morikawa et al teach the system for billing a caller for telephone 
services wherein said particular line nimiber is subscribed to by an individual other than said 
caller (col. 4 lines 1-5; lines 45-50). 

Consider claim 33, Morikawa et al teach a computer program product for billing a caller 
for telephone services, said computer program product comprising: a recording medium; means, 
recorded on said recording medium, for enabling receipt of a request for service at said trusted 
telephone network from a caller utilizing a particular Une number from among a plurality of line 
numbers; means, recorded on said recording medium, for authenticating an identity of said caller 
(col. 3 lines 57-64; col. 1 lines 61-64; col. 5 lines 13-17); and means, recorded on said recording 
medium, for accessing a billing plan for said caller according to said authenticated identity, 
wherein said billing plan follows said caller across a plurality of line numbers (col. 4 lines 18-50; 
col. 6 lines 37-47). 

3. Claims 34-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Jain et al 
(6,282,274). 

Consider claim 34, Jain et al teach a method for controlling billing for a call, comprising: 
receiving an authenticated caller identity and billing plan associated v^th said authenticated 
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caller identity for a call, wherein said billing plan comprises a plurality of account providers for 
said authenticated caller identity; monitoring said call for chargeable services utilized during said 
call; and negotiating payment for said chargeable services from said at least one account provider 
according to said authenticated caller identity (coL 4 Une 7 - col. 5 line 5; col. 6 line 45 - col. 
13). It should be noted that the "authenticate" process is performed automatically using the 
predetermined or preset access line number to determine the caller. 

Consider claim 35, Jain et al teach the method for controlling billing for a call further 
comprising: filtering said billing plan according to a context for said call, wherein a selection of 
said plurality of account providers are determined relevant for said call according to said context 
(col. 7 lines 14-27). 

Consider claim 36, Jain et al teach the method for controlling billing for a call further 
comprising: prompting a caller of said authenticated caller identity to select from among said 
plurality of account providers for said call (col. 6 lines 47-49). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 12 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Morikawa et al (5,943,405) in view of McAUister et al (5,978,450). 

Consider claims 2, 12 and 21, Morikawa et al did not suggest wherein authenticating an 
identity of a caller further comprises: authenticating said identity of said caller according to a 
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voice utterance provided by said caller. However, McAllister et al teach a method and system for 
providing personalized services that identify the identity of the subscriber via voice verification 
(abstract). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of McAllister et al into view of Morikawa et 
al in order to provide various alternative to authenticate the subscriber. 
6. Claims 5, 15-16 and 24-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Morikawa et al (5,943,405) in view of Nightingale et al (6,546,238). 

Consider claims 5, 15 and 24, Morikawa et al did not suggest wherein authenticating an 
identity of a caller further comprises: initiating authentication of said identity of said caller at a 
destination device, wherein said destination device is enabled for call receipt. However, 
Nightingale et al suggested such (col. 14 lines 24-59). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to utihze the teaching of 
Nightingale et al into view of Morikawa et al in order to provide various altemative to 
authenticate the subscriber. 

Consider claims 16 and 25, Morikawa et al did not suggest the system further 
comprising: means for authenticating said identity of said caller at a telephone service server 
outside said trusted telephone network. However, Nightingale et al suggested such (col. 14 lines 
40-44). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to utilize the teaching of Nightingale et al into view of Morikawa et al in 
order to provide various altemative to authenticate the subscriber. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 7, 1 1 and 20 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

9. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Facsimile responses should be faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to: 
Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive 
Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist) 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quoc Tran whose telephone number is (703) 306-5643. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:00 to 6:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (703) 305-4708. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 




'Quoc D. Tran 
AU2643 
August 13, 2004 



